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The Westhoek signboard marking the area from where Australian troops 

successfully advanced in the battle of Menin Road. 20 September 1917. 

AWM RELAWMOO605 

  

 

Saturday 5th 
August 2017 

2:00pm 

Commemorative Service for the  

Centenary of the Battle of Ypres  
Menin Road, Passchendaele, Zonnebeke 

Painting: Menin Gate at Midnight by Will Longstaff who lived and taught art in 

Eltham prior to enlisting for World War 1.  Longstaff who is listed on the Eltham 

Honor Roll in the church left for Egypt on the Transport Orsova 67 on 12 Novem-

ber 1915 with 4 others from Eltham also listed on the Honor Roll: Capewell WJ, 

Knapman AE, Morris A & Morris H. 
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Welcome to our special visitors:  
 
Hon Jenny Macklin  Federal Member for Jagajaga 

Vicki Ward  MP   State Member for Eltham  

Mayor Cr Peter Clarke  Nillumbik Shire Council 

Cr Jane Ashton   Nillumbik Shire Council 

Mr Andrew Mackenzie OAM Art Historian 

Reverend David Sullivan St Matthews Panton Hill     
Mr Bill McKenna    Montmorency - Eltham RSL Sub Branch 

Mr Terry Phillips   Montmorency - Eltham RSL Sub Branch 

Mr Peter Randle   Montmorency - Eltham RSL Sub Branch 

Mr Jim Connor   President Eltham District Historical   
      Society (EDHS) 
Mr Dennis Ward   President Friends of Kangaroo Ground  

      War Memorial Park Inc. 

Ashley Soklevski   Student 

Students    Eltham Primary School  

Scouts    1st Eltham Scouts 

 

Mr Doug Orford   Member EDHS and nephew 

      of William Orford & Frederick Orford 
Miss Amy Shaw   Great-great grand niece of  

      Edward Barrett (WW1) 
Mrs Alison Delaney  Great Granddaughter of Joseph Pryor & 
     Great-great grand-niece of Roy Pryor  

Mr Harry/Mrs Beverley Forde Relatives of George Alfred Williams 

Mrs Gloria Delarue  Relative of George Alfred Williams 

Family members    William James Capewell 

Family members   Ernest Shillinglaw 

 
Mr John Withers   Grandson of Walter Withers (Artist) 
 
 
This ceremony provides an opportunity for the Eltham community to honour the service 

and sacrifice made by the men and women who served in World War One. 
 

15 

 

Medals were given to soldiers from the Eltham district, posthumously for 
those killed and to those who survived the conflict. The design of the 
inscriptions is found in the minutes of the Committee meetings.  Obviously 
for those killed in the conflict an expression of sympathy was sent by the 
Committee to the family. During November 1917 at a Welcome Home 
Reception for several soldiers Geoffrey Grant’s father was presented with 
an engraved medal acknowledging his son’s supreme sacrifice.  

These medals survive within the Eltham community, the Orford family for 
instance. 

The Committee also ensured that the names of returned soldiers were 
listed in the local press. It also worked to ease returned soldiers back into 
the community by ensuring that their government payments and 
sustenance cheques were received were given preference in employment, 
and, in listing properties suitable for them. 

The Eltham Avenue of Honour—Centenary of the planting of the 

Plane Trees on 15 September 1917 

The Welcome Home Committee was also responsible for the avenue of 
Plane Trees beginning at the Eltham Gateway for those who served in 
WW1. The trees originally had plaques with the names of soldiers who 
had enlisted. The planting and maintenance of the trees was also 
organised by the Committee. September 2017 is the centenary of the 
planting of the Plane Trees. Watering was a problem and many trees died 
and had to be replaced. Planting continued from 1917 to 1919. It is also 
known that new trees were planted during 1929. 

As the Shire Council refused to make a grant towards this project 
volunteer labour was employed in purchasing the plants and watering. 
The Committee also had to purchase the tree guards. Copper name 
plates were also purchased and the inscriptions of the serviceperson’s 
name arranged. Each plate cost 2/6. The wording of the inscription and 
plate design is not evident in the minutes of the Committee. 

 In the issue of The Advertiser 20 September 1929 the legacy of the 
Avenue was reflected upon. The words were, New trees have been 
planted along Maria St. replacing those killed by the exceptionally heavy 
frosts of the past winter. The trees are of the eucalypt variety, and should 
make good growth before the cold of the next winter. In the lower part of 
the township, where planes and others were planted many years ago, it 
has been noticed that several of the trees also require to be replaced. This 
avenue of trees has now reached the useful stage, and forms an ideal 
entrance to the village. An effort should be made to increase its beauty. 

Dr Geoffrey A Sandy—Parish Archivist and Parish Historian 
5th August 2017 
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St Margaret’s and the Great European War 

The Eltham Honor Roll 

On the back wall (south) of Saint Margaret’s Anglican Church is an Honor 
Roll of those men and women from the Eltham District who served in the 
Great European War 1914 to 1918.   

It is headed Eltham Honor Roll 1914 Great European War 1918.  There 
are 74 names inscribed on the Honor Roll.  A red cross before each of 14 
names indicates they died in the conflict.  Nearby on the east wall is a 
separate memorial to George Alfred Williams who is one of those with a 
red cross before his name. 

William Frederick Longstaff 

William (Will) Longstaff was born 25 December 1880 at Ballarat. In 1910 
he moved with his wife Eliza Mary to Eltham. On 19 October 1915 he 
joined the Australian Imperial Force, embarking as Captain for Egypt on 
12 November with the 1st Australian Remount Unit. Longstaff was 
invalided to England in October 1917. In 1918 he was selected for 
camouflage training and was attached to the second Division 
Headquarters as divisional artist. He proved to be a skilful and innovative 
camouflage worker. His thoroughness contributed to successful 
concealment of allied activity before the offensive of 8 August. This 
probably saved many lives. Will Longstaff is best known for his large 
allegorical paintings of ghostly fallen soldiers on battlefields. These 
include Menin Gate at Midnight 1927, Immortal Shrine 1928, Ghosts of 
Vimy Ridge 1931 and Carillon 1932. He died 1 July 1953 at 
Littlehampton, Sussex. 

[Based on Australian Dictionary of Biography, Volume 10, (MUP), 1986] 

The Soldiers Welcome Home Committee at Eltham 

During WW1 the Vicar at Saint Margaret’s was the Revd. Thomas Henry 
Sapsford. He was not only Vicar but the Eltham Scout Chaplain. A 
scout’s concert was held 27 June 1917 and opened with God Save the 
King and the Marsellaise. The concert proceeds were divided between 
the Scouts Fund and the Honor Roll Fund. He was also instrumental in 
the establishment of the Soldiers Welcome Home Committee at Eltham 
in early 1917. He served as secretary. The committee composed many 
well-known Church of England families. The minutes of its meetings are 
held in Saint Margaret’s Parish Archives. 

During the war it appears that a common practice was to present a wallet 
to those men who had enlisted. For example Corporal R Sims was 
presented with such and Mr Parsons accepted a wallet on behalf of his 
son. For returning soldiers some sort of celebration, for example a social 
or concert, was organised by the Committee.  
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Order of Service 

Please Stand 
 
Flag Party Enters 
 
Presentation of Flags—Australia, New Zealand, Great Britain, Belgium, 
France, RSL 
 
Welcome and Acknowledgment of the nations 
The Reverend Keren Terpstra 
 
We would like to acknowledge the Wurundjeri people who are the 
Traditional Custodians of this Land on which this meeting takes place. I 
would also like to pay respect to the Elders both past and present of the 
Kulin Nation.   

Used with permission 

 
 

Hymn – Abide with Me  - Please Stand 
 
Abide with me: fast falls the eventide;  
the darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide.  
When other helpers fail and comforts flee,  
Help of the helpless, O abide with me.  
 
I need your presence every passing hour.  
What but your grace can foil the tempter's power?  
Who like yourself my guide and strength can be?  
Through cloud and sunshine, O abide with me.  
 
I fear no foe with you at hand to bless,  
though ills have weight, and tears their bitterness.  
Where is death's sting? Where, grave, your victory?  
I triumph still, if you abide with me.  
 
Hold now your Word before my closing eyes.  
Shine through the gloom and point me to the skies.  
Heaven's morning breaks and earth's vain shadows flee;  
in life, in death, O Lord, abide with me. 
 

© HarperCollinsReligious, 2000.  
Used by permission. 

Please Sit 
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Ypres Cathedral 1930 — Read by Ashley Soklevski 
The organ throbs, its echoes die away, 
A shaft of light, rose-tinted, makes a track 
That dwells upon an altar breathing peace. 
I sit, and in my reverie look back? 
 
The walls dissolve, the moonlight filters through 
The stars above shine out in fitful sky 
The altar yawns, the graves again gape wide 
And ghostly voices breathe a murmured sigh. 
 
As in a dream I hear again the sound 
Of transport rattle over cobbled stone 
The distant drum that tells of lurking death 
And beating pulse of countless marching feet. 
 
A nearby gun booms out its warning note 
I hear the venomed answer whining by 
The earth again is shattered and I hear 
A whinny of alarm, and then a cry. 
 
The organ swells, the darkness fades away 
I struggle to the present from the past 
The hum of ghostly voices intertwines 
With cadences that breathe of peace at last. 
 
But still there lingers in this town of dreams 
Where every stone is sanctified by dead 
A breath of English lanes, and hopes of youth 
I sigh and then in silence bow my head. 
 
This poem is on a bronze plaque in Ypres Cathedral with the inscription "considered to be written by 
Brigadier General H M Horden OBE MC and found among his papers after his death" 

 

Psalm 23 — Sung by Margaret Sandy 
 

The Lord's my Shepherd, I'll not want. 
he makes me down to lie 
in pastures green; he leadeth me 
the quiet waters by. 
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Flag Party Departs 
 
Please join us for refreshments in the hall and the viewing of 
memorabilia and art. 
 

Eltham Honor Roll 1914 Great European War 1918 
 

 

 

Photo Collage Centre Page:  by Diana Warrell 

Photos from the AWM Website https://www.awm.gov.au 

John Allan 
(John) Henry Anderson 
William Banks 
Edward Barrett 
William Barrett 
Edwin Bird 
Reginald Bond 
Charles Bromfield 
Percy Bromfield 
John Brown 
Thomas Cameron (Died of Wounds, Ypres 

Belgium) 

William Capewell 
John Carrucan 
Leslie Cone 
Robert Coventry 
William Crellin (KIA, Bullecourt, France) 

James Duncan 
Harold Gilsenan 
Leonard Gollings 
David Groves 
(George) Gordon Hill 
Roland Hill 
John Jarrold 
George Jones 
William Arthur Kings 
George Kirkbride 
William Longstaff 
Robert Maddison 
Ernest Miller 

George McGavin 
Philip McGavin 
Henry McAlary (KIA, Passchendaele) 
George Moore 
Arthur Morris 
Claude Morris 
Frank Morris 
Thomas (Harold) Morris 
Frederick Orford 
William Orford 
Joseph Pryor 

Roy Pryor 
Hubert Rutter 
George Routledge 
Harold (Thomas) Scarce 
Rupert Scott 
Sidney Scott 
Ernest Shillinglaw 
Clive Stewart 
Francis Stone (KIA, Ypres) 

Louis Thomas 
Percy Thomas 
Vivian Thomas 
Wilson  (William) Thomas 
George Alfred Williams 
Ernest Welsby  
Frank Young (KIA, Zonnebeke) 
Edith Caroline Muncton Miller (Nurse) 
Frances Mary Miller (Nurse) 
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National Anthems — Please Stand 

 

National Anthem of Belgium 
O beloved Belgium, sacred land of our fathers,  
Our heart and soul are dedicated to you.  
Our strength and the blood of our veins we offer,  
Be our goal, in work and battle.  
Prosper, O country, in unbreakable unity,  
Always be yourself and free.  
Trust in the word that, undaunted, you can speak:  
For King, for Freedom and for Law.  
For King, for Freedom and for Law. 
For King, for Freedom and for Law.  
For King, for Freedom and for Law. 

National Anthem of France 
Allons, enfants de la Patrie 
Le jour de gloire est arrivé! 
Contre nous, de la tyrannie 
L'étendard sanglant est levé 
Entendez-vous dans les campagnes 
Mugir ces féroces soldats? 
Ils viennent jusque dans nos bras 
Égorger nos fils, nos compagnes! 
 

Aux armes, citoyens! 
Formez vos bataillons 
Marchons, marchons! 
Qu'un sang impur 
Abreuve nos sillons! 
 
National Anthem of Australia 
Australians all let us rejoice, 
For we are young and free; 
We’ve golden soil and wealth for toil; 
Our home is girt by sea; 
Our land abounds in nature’s gifts 
Of beauty rich and rare; 
In history’s page, let every stage 
Advance Australia Fair. 
In joyful strains then let us sing. 
Advance Australia Fair. 
 
Remain standing 5 

 

My soul he doth restore again; 
and me to walk doth make 
within the paths of righteousness, 
even for his own Name's sake. 
 

Yea, though I walk in death's dark vale, 
yet will I fear no ill; 
for thou art with me; and thy rod 
and staff my comfort still. 
 

My table thou hast furnished 
in presence of my foes; 
my head thou dost with oil anoint, 
and my cup overflows. 
 

Goodness and mercy all my life 
shall surely follow me; 
and in God's house forevermore 
my dwelling place shall be. 

Words: Francis Rowe, 1650 Crimond 

Hymn – O God of Every Nation — Please Stand 
O God of every nation, 
of every race and land, 
redeem your whole creation 
with your almighty hand; 
where hate and fear divide us, 
and bitter threats are hurled, 
in love and mercy guide us, 
and heal our strife-torn world. 
 

From search for wealth and power 
and scorn of truth and right, 
from trust in bombs that shower 
destruction through the night, 
from pride of race and station 
and blindness to your way, 
deliver every nation, 
eternal God, we pray. 
 

Keep bright in us the vision 
of days when war shall cease, 
when hatred and division 
give way to love and peace, 
till dawns the morning glorious 
when truth and justice reign, 
and Christ shall rule victorious 
o’er all the world’s domain.   © HarperCollinsReligious, 2000. Used by permission. 
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Bible Reading — Micah 6:1-8 —Ella Stevens 
Hear what the Lord says: 
   Rise, plead your case before the mountains, 
   and let the hills hear your voice.  
Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the Lord, 
   and you enduring foundations of the earth; 
for the Lord has a controversy with his people, 
   and he will contend with Israel.  
‘O my people, what have I done to you? 
   In what have I wearied you? Answer me!  
For I brought you up from the land of Egypt, 
   and redeemed you from the house of slavery; 
and I sent before you Moses, 
   Aaron, and Miriam.  
O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, 
   what Balaam son of Beor answered him, 
and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, 
   that you may know the saving acts of the Lord.’  

‘With what shall I come before the Lord, 
   and bow myself before God on high? 
Shall I come before him with burnt-offerings, 
   with calves a year old?  
Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, 
   with tens of thousands of rivers of oil? 
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 
   the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?’  
He has told you, O mortal, what is good; 
   and what does the Lord require of you 

but to do justice, and to love kindness, 
   and to walk humbly with your God? 

 
Message—The Reverend David Sullivan 
 
Please Sit 
 

In Flanders Fields—a poem by Major John McCrae, May 1915 
 - Read by Geoffrey Sandy 

 
In Flanders fields the poppies blow 
Between the crosses, row on row, 
That mark our place; and in the sky 
The larks, still bravely singing, fly 
Scarce heard amid the guns below. 11 

 

The Blessing — The Reverend Keren Terpstra 
 

Hymn - Holy Darkness— 
The congregation joins in singing the refrain after each verse  

Holy darkness, blessed night, 
heaven's answer hidden from our sight. 
As we await you, O God of silence, 
we embrace your holy night. 
 
1. I have tried you in fires of affliction;  
I have taught your soul to grieve. 
In the barren soil of your loneliness, 
there I will plant my seed. 
 Refrain: 
 Holy darkness, blessed night, 
 heaven's answer hidden from our sight. 
 As we await you, O God of silence, 
 we embrace your holy night. 
 
2. I have taught you the price of compassion; 
you have stood before the grave. 
Though my love can seem like a raging storm, 
this is the love that saves. 
 Refrain: 
 

3. Were you there when I raised up the mountains? 
Can you guide the morning star? 
Does the hawk take flight when you give command? 
Why do you doubt my pow'r? 
 Refrain: 
 
4. In your deepest hour of darkness 
I will give you wealth untold. 
When the silence stills your spirit, 
will my riches fill your soul. 
 Refrain: 
 
5. As the watchman waits for morning, 
and the bride awaits her groom, 
so we wait to hear your footsteps 
as we rest beneath your moon. 
 Refrain: 

Copyright © HarperCollinsReligious, 2000.  
Used by permission 



10 

 

The Lord’s Prayer — Michael Tucker 

Our Father, which art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy Name. 
Thy Kingdom come.  
Thy will be done in earth,  
As it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive them that trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
But deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
The power, and the glory,  

For ever and ever.  Amen 

Address — Andrew Mackenzie OAM, Art Historian 

“Australian artists and their families in the First World War” 

 
Names of those we remember — Eltham Honor Roll Call  

 — Servicemen and women who served in 1917. 
Local young people will read the names and place a  sprig of rosemary in 
remembrance. 

 
Laying of the Wreath – Jenny Macklin & Vicki Ward will lay a wreath 

on behalf of the members of the community 
 
 

Ode of Remembrance — Mr Bill McKenna—Please Stand 

 
They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old;  
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.  
At the going down of the sun and in the morning  
We will remember them. 
 

Last Post 
 
1 Minute silence 
 

Lest we forget 
 
Rouse 
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We are the Dead. Short days ago 
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 
Loved and were loved, and now we lie 
In Flanders fields. 
 
Take up our quarrel with the foe: 
To you from failing hands we throw 
The torch; be yours to hold it high. 
If ye break faith with us who die 
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 
In Flanders fields. 

 

Prayer of Remembrance—Terry Phillips 
Most Loving God, help us this day to remember the sacrifice of our 
service men and women who 100 years ago in 1917 fought in the 
Battles of Bullecourt and Lagnicourt in France, The 3rd Battle of Ypres 
in Belgium, which included: Menin Road, Broodseinde Ridge, 
Zonnebeke, Polygon Wood and Passchendaele, and those who served 
in the Light Horse and the Remount Units in Egypt, The Sinai, Palestine 
and Syria. 

 We remember the generations of men, women who served in war and 
died in the cause of liberty and peace and who did not return to receive 
the grateful thanks of the nation. And above all we remember the 
compassion and self sacrifice of our nurses whose dedication and care 
to our soldiers is legendary. 

 Help us also to remember those who still bear the physical and mental 
scars and disabilities of their service.  Help us to remember the 
partners, parents, and the children who became orphans and all those 
who waited in vain for the return of a loved one. Help us to remember 
the mateship, agony, courage and compassion of war service.  Save us 
from ever glorifying the horror and tragedy of war. Most Loving God, 
help us to remember.  Amen 

 
Prayer for Peace—Michael Tucker 

God of Love and Peace, we pray for peace, especially in the Middle 
East, wherein many of our servicemen and women are actively 
engaged in opposing terrorism; and we remember also those men, 
women and children, who are experiencing the destruction of life, 
livelihoods, health and homes through war in the world today.  O God, 
may your grace enable us this day to dedicate ourselves to the cause 
of justice, freedom and peace.  Give us the wisdom, strength and 
courage to build a better world.  Amen 



Above:Painting:by George
Lambert.
“A Sergeant of the Light
Horse” in Palestine 1920.
Instead of the dashing
heroic subjects of prevoius
wars he has presented a
humble, but not humbled
man. It embodies the new
Australian Commonwealth
and the need for national
self definition. Australians -
formed by bush life,
working with animals -
especially their skilled
horesmanship.They
became no-nonsense
soldiers who excelled at
war but were appalled by
it.They were tough, wiry
and tender.

Posters such as this one
(above) encouraged young
men to enlist in the forces.

Right: Hand - finished
photographic print by
Frank Hurley depicting a
first aid post near
Zonnebeke 1917

Right below: Painting
by Frank Crozier:
Nurse and Patient. 3rd
Australian Casuality
Clearing Station 1917

Far Right:The remains
of St. Martin’s Cathedral
and the Cloth Hall.

Far Right Below: A
column of Australians
crossing the town square
with the ruins of the
Cloth Hall in the
background.
Ypres, October 1917.

Background:Detail of Menin Gate at Midnight.The artist
Will Longstaff whose name appears on the
St. Margaret’s Eltham Honour Board was present when
the Menin Gate memorial was dedicated to the missing in
1927. He imagined the ghosts of those men passing
by.Two Eltham men Francis Alexander Stone and Henry
Bernard McAllary are among those named on the Menin
Gate memorial. The memorial has 55,000 names - 6000

are from the AIF.

Left: Australian nurses
outside their tent at No.3
Australian General
Hospital,a major centre
for the treatment and
evacuation of sick and
wounded troops.
Abbeville France 1917

Battle of Ypres - Menin Road,

Passchendaele, Zonnebeke


